“ALEC IN
WALKERLAND"

Throwing Wisconsin Down
the Corporate Rabbit-Hole

ALEC is the acronym for the American Leg-
islative Exchange Council, a nationwide con-
servative organization whose political influ-
ence reaches deep into the Walker Admin-
istration. That influence is one of the driving
forces behind Wisconsin’s Walker Recall ef-
fort.

Founded in 1973 and funded by myriad multi-
national corporations like Koch Bros. Indus-
tries, ALEC’s goal for the past forty years has
been to draft “model bills” that conservative
legislators can introduce in the 50 states. Its
website claims that in each legislative cycle,
its members introduce 1000 pieces of legisla-
tion based on its work and claims that roughly
18% of these bills are enacted into law. (One
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of them being Arizona's controversial anti-
immigration law.)

ALEC’S recent membership rostersinclude:
Scott Walker, Jeff and Scott Fitzgerald, Glenn
Grothman, Randy Hopper, Michael Huebsch,
Dan Kapanke, Mary Lazich, and Robin Vos.

Organizations that fund ALEC include: the
previously mentioned Koch Bros. Industries,
BP, Chevron, Texaco, AT&T, R.J. Reynolds,
the American Nuclear Energy Council, and the
American Petroleum Institute.

Certain “ideals” ALEC promotesinclude:

e Lower corporate tax rates

e Fighting importation of prescription drugs
e A voucher system for Medicare

e Privatizing education

e AnAmericafree of labor unions

¢ Fewer underprivileged and student voters
e Environmental deregulation

e Freedom to carry concealed firearms

e A congtitutional amendment to ban homo-
sexual marriage or civil unions.

“This is your last chance. After this, there is
no turning back. You take the blue pill — the
story ends, you wake up in your bed and be-
lieve whatever you want to believe. You take
the red pill — you stay in Wonderland and |
show you how deep the rabbit-hole goes.”
—from The Matrix
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